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When you think about people show-
ing up at the emergency room and hos-
pitals, and the government and tax-
payers having to cover the bill, 25 per-
cent of the illegal immigrant families
are one of the main sources of that
problem.

Last year, in my home county, Horry
County, South Carolina—now, Horry
County is a long way from the southern
border, over 1,600 miles. But there was
a claim brought against the school sys-
tem in Horry County, South Carolina,
by the U.S. Department of Justice. It
seems that the Department determined
that Horry County wasn’t doing
enough to accommodate students who
couldn’t speak English.

Well, you wouldn’t think that would
be that much of a problem in South
Carolina, being that we are such a long
way from the southern border. As it
turns out, 5,511 out of 44,700 students in
Horry County were English as a second
language. That is 13 percent of the stu-
dent body in Horry County, South
Carolina. So the school board agreed to
settle that claim by paying $600,000
more to provide more accommodation
for those students who couldn’t speak
English.

Let’s get off of illegal immigration
and talk about one of the other great
scourges that Americans endure as a
result of our failure to secure our
southern border.

In 2017, 72,000 Americans died from
drug overdoses. That is up 100 percent
in a decade. For most diseases and
sicknesses, the cures are getting better
and deaths are leveling off. It is the op-
posite for the drug scourge.

That 72,000 Americans who died in
2017—think about this, guys; listen to
this—is more than traffic deaths,
which was 37,000, and homicides at
17,000, combined. Traffic deaths and
homicides killed 54,000 Americans in
2017. Drug overdoses Kkilled 72,000 peo-
ple. It is exploding.

Last year, there was a 38 percent in-
crease in meth, 22 percent increase in
heroin, and 73 percent increase in
fentanyl seized at our southern border,
and that is only what we seized. If that
is not a crisis, I don’t know what a cri-
sis is.

The DEA reports that 300 Americans
die every week from heroin, 90 percent
of which comes across our southern
border. Madam Speaker, 95 percent of
the cocaine comes across our southern
border, and much of the fentanyl comes
across our southern border.

The opioid epidemic is ravaging com-
munities across the country, including
my home State and district. In the
past 3 years, 2014 to 2017, the number of
opioid-involved overdose deaths in
South Carolina increased by 47 per-
cent—47 percent—from 508 to 748.

In 2017, 134 opioid deaths were in my
little congressional district that I rep-
resent, the Seventh District of South
Carolina. I asked Sheriff Thompson in
Horry County, and I asked Sheriff
Boone in Florence County, where these
drugs are coming from. They looked at
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me and said 80-plus percent comes from
the southern border. That mirrors the
reports from the DEA.

As the President has stated, the sta-
tus quo response to the crisis at our
southern border is no longer effective.

NANCY PELOSI said a wall as a part of
the President’s border security plan is
amoral. I don’t think so. But 72,000
Americans dead last year, I know that
is amoral. 750 South Carolinians dead
last year primarily from drugs coming
across the southern border that we
refuse to control, I know that is amor-
al. 132 residents of my district dead
last year primarily from drugs coming
across our southern border, I Kknow
that is amoral.

The scourge of drugs caused by our
failure to control our southern border
doesn’t just affect us. It affects our
southern neighbors as well.

Did you know there were more than
30,000 murders in Mexico last year?
That is almost twice as many murders
as we had, and they have a third of our
population, so their murder rate is six
times ours. Why is that?

Well, large portions of Mexico are
controlled by drug cartels. You see, our
failure to control our southern border
has given these people unimaginable
power and wealth. They outrank the
government in more than half of Mex-
ico, and they will fight to protect that
power and that wealth.

Madam Speaker, 30,000 murders, six
times the rate of murder in the United
States, and it is largely our fault, be-
cause we haven’t controlled our south-
ern border. When a gang comes knock-
ing on your door in Mexico or Guate-
mala and says they are going to take
your son and he is going to be a part of
their cartel, when they come and say,
hey, your daughter is looking good,
and they are going to grab her and sell
her into human trafficking, what are
you going to do? Are you going to sit
there and take it?

I can tell you what a lot of them are
doing. They are picking up everything
they have, and where are they heading?
They are heading to the southern bor-
der of the United States.

So the refugee crisis—think about
this—because we have failed to control
our southern border, because we have
enriched and emboldened these drug
cartels and drug lords, and we have al-
lowed them to take over governing
large parts of Central and South Amer-
ica, we have created the very refugee
crisis that is creating a crisis at our
southern border right now, because we
have failed to control the flow of drugs.
We have failed to stop these criminal
organizations.

The Democrats claim they are for
border security, but they refuse to take
any action or even participate in good-
faith negotiations. Just last week,
NANcY PELOSI offered $1 toward addi-
tional border security. Hillary Clinton,
CHUCK SCHUMER, and Barack Obama,
when they were Senators, all voted in
favor of funding a border wall in 2006.
Why are they against it now?
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I will tell you why. It is their hatred
for President Trump stopping them
from doing what is best for their con-
stituents. They see this as a political
game, and they want to win, no matter
what the cost.

Let me tell you what the cost was
last year: 72,000 dead Americans, 750 in
South Carolina, 130 in my district, and
I promise you there were at least that
many in NANCY PELOSI’s district.

Democrats try to make this argu-
ment solely about a wall. President
Trump has repeatedly said we do not
need a wall for the entire length of the
2,000-mile border, but physical barriers
in selected areas are both effective and
necessary.

The Yuma border sector had the
highest number of illegal crossings in
the country before a barrier was built,
resulting in a 95 percent decrease in ap-
prehensions and a 91 percent decrease
in crime. San Diego, once ground zero
for illegal immigration, has seen a 92
percent decrease in apprehensions
since the fence was constructed.

The $5.7 billion passed by the House
Republicans in December would have
enhanced border security, not just a
wall. Any meaningful plan to deal with
illegal immigration must also require
employers to verify the employment
status of workers they hire and penal-
ize employers if they break the rules.

This system is called E-Verify, and it
is already in place. It is managed by
the Federal Government, but, amaz-
ingly, employers are not required to
participate. So in addition to border se-
curity, we have to have E-Verify.

It is time to stop the politics and se-
cure our border.

Democrats are terribly worried about
who gets blamed for the shutdown.
Frankly, I don’t care who gets the
blame. This is a fight, and it is a fight
to keep drugs off our streets and out of
the hands of our children. It is a fight
to keep our communities safe. It is a
fight for higher wages for hardworking
Americans, for more jobs, and for our
economy. And, friends, it is a fight
worth having.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. RASKIN: Committee on Rules. H. Res.
43. A resolution providing for consideration
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of the bill (H.R. 268) making supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2019, and for other purposes,
and waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII with respect to consideration of
certain resolutions reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules (Rept. 116-2). Referred to the
House Calendar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. OLSON (for himself, Mr. BEYER,
Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. TRONE, Ms.
KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma, Mr.
ALLRED, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr.
COURTNEY, Mr. BABIN, and Mr.
GAETZ):

H.R. 545. A bill to allow penalty-free dis-
tributions from retirement accounts in the
case of Federal employees and certain Fed-
eral contractors impacted by the Federal
Government shutdown; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself and Mr.
HARRIS):

H.R. 546. A bill to provide for the issuance
of revenue bonds to fund construction of a
physical border barrier and related tech-
nology, roads, and lighting along the United
States border with Mexico; to the Committee
on Ways and Means, and in addition to the
Committee on Homeland Security, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee:

H.R. 547. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to adopt and implement a
standard identification protocol for use in
the tracking and procurement of biological
implants by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. COSTA,
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington, and Mr.
MCOCLINTOCK):

H.R. 548. A bill to amend the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to vest in the Secretary
of the Interior functions under that Act with
respect to species of fish that spawn in fresh
or estuarine waters and migrate to ocean
waters, and species of fish that spawn in
ocean waters and migrate to fresh waters; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself and Mr.
DIAZ-BALART):

H.R. 549. A Dbill to designate Venezuela
under section 244 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to permit nationals of Ven-
ezuela to be eligible for temporary protected
status under such section, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GARAMENDI (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG, and Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana):

H.R. 550. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the United
States Merchant Mariners of World War II,
in recognition of their dedicated and vital
service during World War II; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 551. A bill to amend title 18, United

States Code, to increase the maximum pen-
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alty for mail theft; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 552. A bill to direct the United States
Postal Service to designate a single, unique
ZIP Code for Eastvale, California; to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. YARMUTH):

H.R. 553. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to repeal the requirement for
reduction of survivor annuities under the
Survivor Benefit Plan for military surviving
spouses to offset the receipt of veterans de-
pendency and indemnity compensation, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. KEATING):

H.R. 554. A bill to require annual reports
on religious intolerance in Saudi Arabian
educational materials, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER (for him-
self, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. TITUS, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
MORELLE, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. DEAN,

Mr. Svuo0zzl, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. KATKO, Mr.

PERLMUTTER, Mr. DELGADO, Mr. HIG-
GINS of New York, Ms. MATSUI, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. DEGETTE,
Mr. RASKIN, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Miss RICE of New York, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. STEFANIK, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. CROW, Mr. ENGEL, Mr.
TIPTON, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. CASTRO of
Texas, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. NEGUSE,
and Mr. BRINDISI):

H.R. 555. A bill to prohibit discrimination
against individuals with disabilities who
need long-term services and supports, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
(for himself, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama,
Mr. SuU0zzl, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
and Mr. EVANS):

H.R. 556. A Dbill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act to establish a new employment,
training, and supportive services program for
the long-term unemployed and individuals
with barriers to employment, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Mr. SABLAN,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Ms. NOR-
TON, and Mr. ESPAILLAT):

H.R. 557. A bill to render certain military
spouses eligible for adjustment of status; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms.
GABBARD):

H.R. 558. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to establish a demonstration
program to adapt the successful practices of
providing foreign aid to underdeveloped
economies to the provision of Federal eco-
nomic development assistance to Native
communities in similarly situated remote
areas in the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. SABLAN:

H.R. 559. A Dbill to amend section 6 of the
Joint Resolution entitled ‘“A Joint Resolu-
tion to approve the Covenant To Establish a
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
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lands in Political Union with the United
States of America, and for other purposes’’;
to the Committee on Natural Resources, and
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SABLAN:

H.R. 560. A bill to amend section 6 of the
Joint Resolution entitled ‘“A Joint Resolu-
tion to approve the Covenant To Establish a
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands in Political Union with the United
States of America, and for other purposes’;
to the Committee on Natural Resources, and
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BERGMAN (for himself, Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire, and Mr.
DUNN):

H.R. 561. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the oversight of con-
tracts awarded by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to small business concerns owned and
controlled by veterans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BOST (for himself and Mr.
LAWSON of Florida):

H.R. 562. A bill to establish a Department
of Agriculture loan program to support
mentorship and apprenticeship opportunities
for veterans of the Armed Forces to become
farmers or ranchers; to the Committee on
Agriculture, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Mr. JONES, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
MAST, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. STEFANIK,
Mr. Svozzl, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. GAL-
LAGHER, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. EVANS, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. ROSE of
New York, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. KUSTER
of New Hampshire, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr.
COOK, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. HASTINGS,
and Mr. O’HALLERAN):

H.R. 563. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to modify the Certificate of Release
or Discharge from Active Duty (DD Form
214) to include a specific block explicitly
identified as the location in which a member
of the Armed Forces may provide one or
more email addresses by which the member
may be contacted; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Ms. CHENEY:

H.R. 564. A bill to designate the mountain
at the Devils Tower National Monument,
Wyoming, as Devils Tower, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Mr.
CosTA, and Mr. NUNES):

H.R. 565. A bill to include Portugal in the
list of foreign states whose nationals are eli-
gible for admission into the United States as
El and E2 nonimmigrants if United States
nationals are treated similarly by the Gov-
ernment of Portugal; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself, Mr.
YouNG, and Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut):

H.R. 566. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to remove the manifestation pe-
riod required for the presumptions of service
connection for chloracne, porphyria cutanea
tarda, and acute and subacute peripheral
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